
SCHOOL COUNCIL

JANUARY 23, 2024

JOIN ON YOUR COMPUTER, MOBILE APP OR ROOM DEVICE 

CLICK HERE TO JOIN THE MEETING

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZGU5YWY2N2UtNGEyYi00NzFiLWIxZjYtNTY2MzhmMjk2YTU4%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22bd79c313-cdf7-458e-aaf9-06e1d7fd1889%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22eb6ad3a1-2e0a-494f-ae9f-9511d98b1869%22%7d


LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

We affirm that we are all treaty people and acknowledge that the York Region 

District School Board is located on the lands of two treaties. These treaties 

have been signed with the Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation and the First 

Nations of the Williams Treaties who are: the Mississaugas of Alderville, Curve 

Lake, Hiawatha, Scugog Island; and the Chippewas of Beausoleil, Rama, and 

Georgina Island who is our closest neighbour and partner in education.

To honour this agreement we will take up our responsibility to be respectful of 

their traditions, knowledge and inherent rights as sovereign nations. We will 

respect their relationship with these lands and recognize that our connection 

to this land is through the continued relationship with these First Nations, and 

we acknowledge our shared responsibility to respect and care for the land and 

waters for future generations.



COUNCIL ELECTIONS

Call for members Appointment to Council: Nominations 
(submitted)

Chair/Co-Chair:  Chris Duggan, Lena Singh

Christine Stafford

Peter Holleley

Vice-Chair: Edna Bazante

Treasurer:   Carolyn Rowe

Secretary:  Christine Stafford

Members:  Peter Holleley, 

Teaching Staff: Nicole Wallace



MINUTES

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/denison.ss/SchoolCouncil/Pages/Mi

nutes.aspx

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/denison.ss/SchoolCouncil/Pages/Minutes.aspx


REPORTS

Student Council –welcome Debby and Mahad

https://sites.google.com/gapps.yrdsb.ca/studentcouncil/video-announcements

https://sites.google.com/gapps.yrdsb.ca/studentcouncil/video-announcements


TEACHER REPORT

Music Department 

In December

• Winter Concert was very successful – best turnout ever!!

• Visited two Elementary schools – Holland Landing P.S. and Park Avenue P.S.

In February 

• Music Festival in Toronto

MOBYSS Bus 

• Travels around the area to support Youth (12-25 year olds) with physical and mental health

• Visits Denison Bi-Weekly on Thursdays from 9 am – 12 pm – coming this Thursday









REPORTS: ADMIN REPORT

Past Future

Dec 4 – 8 Grad Photos

Dec 11 Winter Concert

Dec 25 - Jan 5 Winter Break

Jan 11 Grade 8 Night

Jan 18 Trip and Term Moratorium

Jan 18 Online Courses Exams 

Jan 25 Credit Rescue

Jan 26 – 31Exams/Culminating Activities

Feb 13 Report Cards

Feb 20 School Council

Feb 27 Grad Picture (retake)

Feb 28 Immunization Clinic



Voting closes Jan 19.

Denison candidate Nishad 

Ramjit



Credit Salvage
Jan 25

All students not 
meeting provincial

standard invited

Per 1 8:30-9:50 am

Per 2 9:55-11:10 am

Lunch

Per 3 12:25 – 1:40 pm

Per 4 1:45 - 3:00 pm





Jan 25
Credit Rescue/Salvage

Jan 26

Exams 
January 26 - 31

Per 1 exams, 8:30-10:00 am

Jan 29 Per 2 exams, 8:30-10:00 am

Jan 30 Per 3 exams, 8:30-10:00 am

Jan 31 Per 4 exams, 8:30-10:00 am

Feb 1 Exam Review Day 

Feb 2 PD Day



Exam Review Day Schedule Feb. 1

8:30-8:35 Homeroom

8:35-9:12 Period 1 Classes held in regularly scheduled 
classrooms.  As students review their final 
evaluations, they can ask questions and 
gather feedback on their achievement. 

9:18-9:55 Period 2

10:01-10:38 Period 3

10:44-11:21 Period 4

11:25-12:25 Lunch

12:30-3:00 Promotion Meetings
Severe Weather Day (If needed)

12:30-3:00 Conferencing with students



Inclement Weather Day during Exams 

Should an Inclement Weather day occur during the scheduled exam period 

forcing the cancellation of all exams on a given day, the day for rescheduling 

exams will be the Exam Review Day. 

The Exam Review/Reschedule Day is Thursday, February 1, 2024.



Course Selections 

2024 - 2025



November 

2023

Intentions 

Assemblies



COMPULSORY COURSES BY GRADE

Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12

English English English English

Math Math Math + 5 Classes

Science Science + 6  Classes

Geography History

French Civics/Careers

Phys Ed + 3 Classes

+ 2 Classes



34 CREDIT THRESHOLD

Link to YRDAB Video::

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=U9L1oNpA02o

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U9L1oNpA02o


GOOGLE 
“DENISON 

SECONDARY 
SCHOOL” OR  

GO TO 
HTTP://WWW.YRDSB.
CA/SCHOOLS/DENIS
ON.SS/PAGES/DEFAU

LT.ASPX

Go to the Denison 

Secondary School

Website and select “My 

Pathway Planner”

Online Course Selection

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/denison.ss/Pages/default.aspx


Add courses to your High School Plan. 

Click on + Course to select



Click Submit Course Selections



Click Send Approval Email



Enter Family/Parent/Guardian Email



Parent/Guardian will Approve or Reject



COURSE SELECTION PROCESS 

AND TIMELINES

● Now – Discuss course selections (students, parents/guardians with 

teachers)

● Friday, February 3 – If applicable, submit transfer form 

(by Monday Feb. 13 you will be contacted of final decisions)

● Tuesday, February 7 - Course Selection Assemblies

● Wednesday, February 16 - Students can begin locking in course 

selections, in MyPathway Planner at 9:00 am

● Friday,  February 24 - Course Selection due in MyPathway Planner by 

4:00 pm

● No paper copy is required, parent/guardian approval through email via 

Pathway Planner



QUESTIONS

Thank you for your time



November 

2023

Intentions 

Assemblies



COMPULSORY COURSES BY GRADE
Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12

English English English English

Math Math Math + 5 Classes

Science Science + 6  Classes

Geography History

French Civics/Careers

+ 2 Classes and HPE

+ 3 Classes (2024)

+ 3 Classes

Arts, HPE, Technology (2024)



34 CREDIT THRESHOLD

Link to YRDAB Video::

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=U9L1oNpA02o

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U9L1oNpA02o


GOOGLE 
“DENISON 

SECONDARY 
SCHOOL” OR  

GO TO 
HTTP://WWW.YRDSB.
CA/SCHOOLS/DENIS
ON.SS/PAGES/DEFAU

LT.ASPX

Go to the Denison 

Secondary School

Website and select “My 

Pathway Planner”

Online Course Selection

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/denison.ss/Pages/default.aspx


Add courses to your High School Plan. 

Click on + Course to select



Click Submit Course Selections



Click Send Approval Email



Enter Parent/Guardian Email



Parent/Guardian will Approve or Reject



COURSE SELECTION PROCESS 

AND TIMELINES

● Now – Discuss course selections (students, parents/guardians with 

teachers)

● Friday, February 2 – If applicable, submit transfer form 

(by Monday Feb. 13 you will be contacted of final decisions)

● February 12-14 - Course Selection Assemblies

● Thursday, February 15 - Students can begin locking in course 

selections, in MyPathway Planner at 9:00 am

● Friday,  February 23 - Course Selection due in MyPathway Planner by 

4:00 pm

● No paper copy is required, parent/guardian approval through email via 

Pathway Planner



QUESTIONS

Thank you for your time



DR. J.M. DENISON S.S.

CHANGE OF BELL TIMES

January 16, 2024



DR. J.M. DENISON S.S.

• Enrolment: October 31, 2023: 980 FTE

• Capacity: 964

• Utilization: 102%



DR. J.M. DENISON S.S. 
BOUNDARIES



DR. J.M. DENISON S.S. 
ENROLMENT PROJECTION

Capacity



EXISTING BELL TIMES

Start Time End Time

Homeroom 8:30 AM 8:35 AM

Period 1 8:35 AM 9:50 AM

Period 2 9:55 AM 11:10 AM

Lunch (75 min) 11:10 AM 12:25 PM

Period 3 12:25 PM 1:40 PM

Period 4 1:45 PM 3:00 PM



BELL TIMES BEGINNING SEPT 2024

All periods are 75 minutes

No Change to End

10 min earlier

Start Time End Time

Homeroom 8:20 AM 8:25 AM

Period 1 8:25 AM 9:40 AM

Period 2 9:45 AM 11:00 AM

Period 3 11:05 AM 12:20 PM

Period 4 12:25 PM 1:40 PM

Period 5 1:45 PM 3:00 PM



SAMPLE SCHEDULE FOR SEPT 2024

All periods are 75 minutes

Start Time End Time Class

Homeroom & 

Period 1
8:20 AM 9:40 AM English

Period 2 9:45 AM 11:00 AM History

Period 3 11:05 AM 12:20 PM Lunch

Period 4 12:25 PM 1:40 PM Math

Period 5 1:45 PM 3:00 PM Science

Lunch gr 11

Lunch gr 10

Lunch gr 12



SAMPLE SCHEDULE FOR SEPT 2024

All periods are 75 minutes

Start Time End Time Class

Homeroom & 

Period 1
8:20 AM 9:40 AM English

Period 2 9:45 AM 11:00 AM History

Period 3 11:05 AM 12:20 PM Lunch

Period 4 12:25 PM 1:40 PM Math

Period 5 1:45 PM 3:00 PM Science



YORK REGION TRANSIT (YRT)

• Planning is underway by YRT to ensure schedules are 

adjusted to meet school bell times

• YRT schedules for September will be available online in 

August 2024

• Students may plan their trip at //yrt.ca/PlanYourTrip or by 

calling the YRT Contact Centre at 1-866-668-3978

https://tripplanner.yrt.ca/#/app/tripplanning


April 22, 2024

Artificial Intelligence

Spring Market





SPRING COMMUNITY 
EXTRAVAGANZA (RELAY 

FUNDRAISER)
• Event Date: April 22, 2024 (5:30 pm - 8:30 pm)

● Potential 20 vendors (from surrounding communities)

● $50 vendor fee per table (cash payment - receipt provided)

● Time stamp applicants if there is too much interest

● Google form to be sent through the school to see for interest in event

● Event to be paired with a guest speaker (TBD by Parent Council)

● Sponsors to purchase space in brochure to be handed out at Relay table at event

● Students to advertise event in local newspapers, flyers in the community (elementary 

schools, grocery stores, etc.)

● Local community services to have booths at event to promote community engagement







Hi Alex

We have connected with Ken Boyd who is Director of 

Education at CIVIX (CTRL-F: Find the Facts — Digital Media 
Literacy). They describe themselves as a charity dedicated 

to building the habits and skills of active and informed 

citizenship among youth.

One of the consultants (Alison MacPherson) saw him speak at a 
presentation/workshop in TDSB as a parent and said it was very 
good. The Digital Literacy Team also connected with him as a 
thought partner and that was a fruitful conversation. 

Kelsey Davis, the Digital Literacy Project Manager at 

CIVIX Canada is who organized the event and is also who 

Alison reached out to get connected with Ken. Her email 

is kelsey@civix.ca.

https://www.ctrl-f.ca/
mailto:kelsey@civix.ca


Supporting your Teen Through Stress & Anxiety

This session equips parents with the knowledge and skills needed to understand and effectively support their child or teenager 

during periods of stress and to understand the difference between the experience of stress and anxiety and an Anxiety 

Disorder. Through expert-guided sessions, we provide parents with practical strategies, rooted in scientific research, to 

recognize signs of stress and anxiety, create a nurturing environment, and facilitate open, constructive communication with 

their children. This workshop empowers parents to build resilience in their family and promote their child's emotional well-

being.

Enhancing Self Esteem

This session is designed to equip parents with the tools and strategies to foster positive self-esteem in their children or teens. 

Through a combination of expert guidance and evidence-based techniques, this workshop helps parents understand the factors 

affecting self-esteem, provides practical methods to promote self-confidence and resilience, and encourages a supportive and 

nurturing family environment. Join us to empower your child's self-esteem and set them on a path to self-assured and positive 

growth.

Healthy Social Media Habits

This session is tailored to equip parents with the knowledge and skills needed to understand and guide their child or teens's

social media use. Led by experienced professionals, this workshop provides insights into the impact of social media on young 

minds, practical strategies for fostering healthy digital habits, and open communication channels to address online challenges. 

Join us to ensure your child's safe and responsible engagement with the digital world.

Your Teen and Sleep Hygiene

This dynamic session is designed to empower parents with the knowledge and practical skills needed to support their child or 

teen in establishing healthy sleep hygiene and habits. Learn what healthy sleep looks like for your child age and stage as well 

as effective strategies to establish a consistent rhythm, overcome sleep challenges, and contribute to their academic and life 

success through improved sleep quality

Leisha Zamecnik <leisha@commoncompass.com>



COUNCIL MEETING DATES:

Date 3rd TUESDAY Topic

October17 (Tuesday) Post secondary

November 21 PRO Grant Proposal and Planning

January 22 or 23 Course selection

February Plan for PRO event

April

May

June



OTHER BUSINESS


